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49 CFR Ch. I (10–1–09 Edition) § 192.8 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–37, 46 FR 10159, Feb. 2, 1981; Amdt 
192–51, 51 FR 15334, Apr. 23, 1986; 58 FR 14521, 
Mar. 18, 1993; Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28783, June 
6, 1996; 69 FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004; Amdt. 192–94, 
69 FR 32892, June 14, 2004; Amdt. 192–94, 69 FR 
54592, Sept. 9, 2004; 70 FR 11139, Mar. 8, 2005; 
Amdt. 192–100, 70 FR 28842, May 19, 2005; 
Amdt. 192–102, 71 FR 13301, Mar. 15, 2006; 
Amdt. 192–103, 71 FR 33406, June 9, 2006; 
Amdt. 192–103, 72 FR 4656, Feb. 1, 2007; 73 FR 
16570, Mar. 28, 2008; 73 FR 62174, Oct. 17, 2008; 
74 FR 2894, Jan. 16, 2009; 74 FR 17101, Apr. 14, 
2009] 

§ 192.8 How are onshore gathering 
lines and regulated onshore gath-
ering lines determined? 

(a) An operator must use API RP 80 
(incorporated by reference, see § 192.7), 
to determine if an onshore pipeline (or 
part of a connected series of pipelines) 
is an onshore gathering line. The deter-
mination is subject to the limitations 
listed below. After making this deter-
mination, an operator must determine 
if the onshore gathering line is a regu-
lated onshore gathering line under 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(1) The beginning of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1) of API RP 80, may not 
extend beyond the furthermost down-
stream point in a production operation 
as defined in section 2.3 of API RP 80. 
This furthermost downstream point 
does not include equipment that can be 
used in either production or transpor-
tation, such as separators or 
dehydrators, unless that equipment is 
involved in the processes of ‘‘produc-

tion and preparation for transportation 
or delivery of hydrocarbon gas’’ within 
the meaning of ‘‘production oper-
ation.’’ 

(2) The endpoint of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1)(A) of API RP 80, may 
not extend beyond the first down-
stream natural gas processing plant, 
unless the operator can demonstrate, 
using sound engineering principles, 
that gathering extends to a further 
downstream plant. 

(3) If the endpoint of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1)(C) of API RP 80, is de-
termined by the commingling of gas 
from separate production fields, the 
fields may not be more than 50 miles 
from each other, unless the Adminis-
trator finds a longer separation dis-
tance is justified in a particular case 
(see 49 CFR § 190.9). 

(4) The endpoint of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1)(D) of API RP 80, may 
not extend beyond the furthermost 
downstream compressor used to in-
crease gathering line pressure for de-
livery to another pipeline. 

(b) For purposes of § 192.9, ‘‘regulated 
onshore gathering line’’ means: 

(1) Each onshore gathering line (or 
segment of onshore gathering line) 
with a feature described in the second 
column that lies in an area described in 
the third column; and 

(2) As applicable, additional lengths 
of line described in the fourth column 
to provide a safety buffer: 

Type Feature Area Safety buffer 

A ......... —Metallic and the MAOP produces a 
hoop stress of 20 percent or more 
of SMYS. If the stress level is un-
known, an operator must determine 
the stress level according to the 
applicable provisions in subpart C 
of this part.

Class 2, 3, or 4 location (see § 192.5) None. 

—Non-metallic and the MAOP is 
more than 125 psig (862 kPa).
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Type Feature Area Safety buffer 

B ......... —Metallic and the MAOP produces a 
hoop stress of less than 20 percent 
of SMYS. If the stress level is un-
known, an operator must determine 
the stress level according to the 
applicable provisions in subpart C 
of this part.

—Non-metallic and the MAOP is 125 
psig (862 kPa) or less.

Area 1. Class 3 or 4 location .............
Area 2. An area within a Class 2 lo-

cation the operator determines by 
using any of the following three 
methods: 

(a) A Class 2 location. ........................
(b) An area extending 150 feet (45.7 

m) on each side of the centerline of 
any continuous 1 mile (1.6 km) of 
pipeline and including more than 10 
but fewer than 46 dwellings.

(c) An area extending 150 feet (45.7 
m) on each side of the centerline of 
any continous 1000 feet (305 m) of 
pipeline and including 5 or more 
dwellings.

If the gathering line is in Area 2(b) or 
2(c), the additional lengths of line 
extend upstream and downstream 
from the area to a point where the 
line is at least 150 feet (45.7 m) 
from the nearest dwelling in the 
area. However, if a cluster of dwell-
ings in Area 2 (b) or 2(c) qualifies a 
line as Type B, the Type B classi-
fication ends 150 feet (45.7 m) 
from the nearest dwelling in the 
cluster. 

[Amdt. 192–102, 71 FR 13302, Mar. 15, 2006] 

§ 192.9 What requirements apply to 
gathering lines? 

(a) Requirements. An operator of a 
gathering line must follow the safety 
requirements of this part as prescribed 
by this section. 

(b) Offshore lines. An operator of an 
offshore gathering line must comply 
with requirements of this part applica-
ble to transmission lines, except the re-
quirements in § 192.150 and in subpart O 
of this part. 

(c) Type A lines. An operator of a 
Type A regulated onshore gathering 
line must comply with the require-
ments of this part applicable to trans-
mission lines, except the requirements 
in § 192.150 and in subpart O of this 
part. However, an operator of a Type A 
regulated onshore gathering line in a 
Class 2 location may demonstrate com-
pliance with subpart N by describing 
the processes it uses to determine the 
qualification of persons performing op-
erations and maintenance tasks. 

(d) Type B lines. An operator of a 
Type B regulated onshore gathering 
line must comply with the following 
requirements: 

(1) If a line is new, replaced, relo-
cated, or otherwise changed, the de-
sign, installation, construction, initial 
inspection, and initial testing must be 
in accordance with requirements of 
this part applicable to transmission 
lines; 

(2) If the pipeline is metallic, control 
corrosion according to requirements of 
subpart I of this part applicable to 
transmission lines; 

(3) Carry out a damage prevention 
program under § 192.614; 

(4) Establish a public education pro-
gram under § 192.616; 

(5) Establish the MAOP of the line 
under § 192.619; and 

(6) Install and maintain line markers 
according to the requirements for 
transmission lines in § 192.707. 

(e) Compliance deadlines. An operator 
of a regulated onshore gathering line 
must comply with the following dead-
lines, as applicable. 

(1) An operator of a new, replaced, re-
located, or otherwise changed line 
must be in compliance with the appli-
cable requirements of this section by 
the date the line goes into service, un-
less an exception in § 192.13 applies. 

(2) If a regulated onshore gathering 
line existing on April 14, 2006 was not 
previously subject to this part, an op-
erator has until the date stated in the 
second column to comply with the ap-
plicable requirement for the line listed 
in the first column, unless the Admin-
istrator finds a later deadline is justi-
fied in a particular case: 

Requirement Compliance deadline 

Control corrosion according to 
Subpart I requirements for 
transmission lines.

April 15, 2009. 

Carry out a damage preven-
tion program under 
§ 192.614.

October 15, 2007. 

Establish MAOP under 
§ 192.619.

October 15, 2007. 

Install and maintain line mark-
ers under § 192.707.

April 15, 2008. 

Establish a public education 
program under § 192.616.

April 15, 2008. 
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